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A Case of Splenic Infarction Complicating Lymphoma

Sang Min Park, MD, Gwang Jun Choi, MD, Hyun Il Cheong, MD, Seong Wook Yang, MD,
Dong Myoung Kwak, MD, Keun Sook Lee, MD, Ju Hwa Yoon, MD, Yong Deok Jeon, MD

Department of Internal Medicine, National Medical Center, Seoul, Korea

Splenic infarcts are comparatively less common lesions. Caused by the occlusion of the major splenic artery or any of
its branches, they are almost always due to emboli that arise in the heart. The spleen, along with the kidneys and
brain, ranks as one of the most frequent sites of localization of systemic emboli. Infarcts may be small or large, mul-
tiple or single, and sometimes involve the entire organ. Usually these infarcts are of the bland anemic type. Septic
infarcts are found in vegetative endocarditis of the valves of the left side of the heart. Much less often, infarcts in
the spleen are caused by local thromboses, especially in leukemia, myeloproliferative syndrome, sickle cell anemia,
polyarteritis nodosa, Hodgkin's disease, and bacteremic diseases. We experienced a rather unusual splenic infarction
due to lymphoma in a 80-year-old man.
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Fig. 1. Abdomen CT scan shows multiple enlarged lymph nodes.
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Fig. 2. Follow up abdominal CT scan shows splenomegaly with
focal wedge-shaped infarction.

Fig. 3. Immunohistochemical stain for CD20 showing positive
reactivity in the infiltrating cells.
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